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IHE editor of theſe papers has 

collected them from the St. 
James's Chronicle ; ; into which the au- 
thor ſeems to have negligentiy thrown 
them. The ſpirit and deſign with 
which they ſeem to have been written 
appear to be very commendable; and 
the letters highly deſerving the little 
trouble and expence of ſnatching them 
from oblivion. They hold up very 
ſalutary leſſons to the motley groups 
which croud our bathing-places ; and 
it were well, if men of genius' and 
talents would employ their leiſure hours 
like our author, in reſtraining the 


vices and follies of ſuch places; in 


chaſtiſing opulent inſolence; and aw- 


ing the licentious into apparent de- 
cency. 


Every 


Ir TIO OTTER n 


PREFACE. 
Every enquiry for the author at the 2 


| printer 8 &c. has hitherto been in 
_ vain. He muſt therefore excuſe -the 


editor for not paying him the com- 


pliment of aſking leave, as well as 
for ſome little liberties. which have 
been taken in correcting errors eri 
dently occaſioned by haſte. 
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LETTER L 


| Mancars, Sarr. 1, 1777. 
SIR, 
J. is become the faſhion. for your; ebe 
dents, among other people of faſhion and 


fortune, to reſort in the ſummer. to the bath- 


ing- places. I have been at this place a few 


days; and I mean to amuſe myſelf, and perhaps 


your readers, with any thing material which 


may occur to me. Places, like perſons, ne- 
ceſſarily aſſume a character, and individuals 
in a place are like qualities in an individual; 


they have the ſame effect, and they combine 
in the ſame manner to form the general cha- 
rater. The company at Brighthelmſtone con- 
fiſts of perſons who are analogous: to the qua- 
lities of 4 man of. faſhion ; pride of birth and 
rank, united with | ignorance and knavery ; 

expence without taſte; diſſipation without 

pleaſure ; freedom without politeneſs, and gal- 


lantry without love, are the qualities which 


B give 


| 
1 


( 2 ) 


give a character of faſhion to Brighthelmſtone. 
Margate is furniſhed with diſpoſitions of a 


humbler caſt; ſuch as might enter into the 
compoſition of a country ſquire, or rather a 
city alderman. Pride of riches united with 
ſufficient ignorance ; expence and diſſipation 
without taſte or pleafure ; reſerve and diſtance 
without importance and dignity; and a very a 
little . 5 or love. 


1 kw fixed on this as the place where to 
fpend the remainder of my ſummer. I go to 


the rooms, where an inſipid, and almoſt a 


faſhionable, dullneſs prevails, in order to in- 
dulge my humour for contemplation. This is 
ſeldom interrupted, unlefs it be by ſome pe- 


culiar manceuvre of the maſter of the cere- 
monies, who has a ſtrange predilection for , 
- Haberdaſhers, mantua-makers, and miliners, 


and takes every opportunity of ſetting them 
above the wife or daughter of a merchant | 
who hath left off trade; of a quack doctor; 
of a dentiſt; of a Lineoln's-Inn lawyer ; of 
a doctor in divinity, or a member of parlia- 
ment. This ſets the whole room, Ike Cox 8 


Muſeum, in motion, and I have an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing the mechaniſm and ſtructure of 


all its 1 2 8 parts. a _ ſend you an 
| account 


C33 )) 

account of the es figures, when 18 
| taken Hard nnn N 

* 

2 A ray of nm dawned on us laſt week, and 
| promiſed thoſe of us, who knew not what to 
do with themſelves, or what to think about, 
ſomething to wonder and talk of for ſome 
time. In the anxious and corroding filence 
of the card - room an invalid coughed in a 
note like that of a pig; the aſtoniſhment it 
occafioned made the man aſhamed to own his 
infirmity. Some referred it to evil fpirits, and 
the 'clergy were defired to go home for their 
prayer-books, or to ſpeak Latin, which they 
declined; and being reduced to difficulties, 
they ſtarted the ſuppoſition that the noiſe 
was made by a ventriloquiſt. When this word 
was explained, the. curiofity ef the ladies was 
infinite, to know how the ſound was emit- 
ted; the place was alive with expectations of 
wonders from this performer---but neither the 
found, nor the author. of it, was ever heard 


The play-houſe is much on the plan of 
your theatres in London, and in another let- 
ter I may give you an account of our Mar- 
gate Roſcius. As Roſcius's are now ſptinging 
800 like n you may let Mr. Garrick 

15 3 know 


— 


* ® 
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(4) 
know from me (and I am fure he will take 
my word) that his reputation and fame is 
full as much in danger of being eclipſed by 
the Margate Roſcius as by any other Roſcius 
whatſoever. You will think ſo when I de- 
ſcribe him. As an inſtance of the manager's 
judgment, which I deſire you will communi» 
cate to Mr. Colman, even before your paper 
goes to the preſs, I muſt tell you that the 
play-houſe is built aver a ſtable, in order to 


give a peculiar effect to that firiking part in 


Richard the Third, where he calls out A 


horſe, a horſe---a kingdom for a horſe.“ 1 


cannot deſcribe to you the amazing eſſect 
produced by the peculiar manner of the ac- 


tor, and the combuſtian among the grooms 


and horſes. © I mean to write a tragedy on 
the ſtory of Darius's horſe ; to pay a princi- 
pal attention to this cireumſtance, as you do 


in London to cloſets, trap-doors, ir peep 
Fm 6 


* 


Fan ue. 


M OMS. 


LETTER 


(5s) 


e eh all BA DAR 
i —— at Maxcarz, SEPT, 6. 


8 IF 8 

Have given, in my firſt les only a ge- 

- & neral deſcription of this place. Engliſh be- 
*neyolence will not be ſatisfied with general 

{ deſcriptions. - It is become ſo prevailing and 

powerful a principle in all ranks and condi- 

' ditions, as almoſt to border on vice, and to 

| become love of ſcandal. No man now liveth 

for himſelf ; and almoſt all his anxiety and 

concern is for his neighbours, Hence that 
diſpoſition, not only to pry into the ſecrets 
of families, and the wily intrigues of love, 
while the buſy world is in town; but that 

* infatiable curioſity to know- how they are em- 

plwoyed in the country; and the manner in 

_ » which they recruit their conſtitutions, and ex- 

- erciſe, and whet up their paſſions and ,appe- 

_ rites for futrre buſineſs. While this princi- 
ple is kept within the bounds of innocence 
and - decency, the St. James's Chronicle . 

. be its inſtrument; when it becomes ribaldry 

4223 B 3 and 


—— 


(6) 
RY TOE there may be other arte 
cles a ſuited for its conveyance. 


1 mean, therefore, in deſcribing 


to tell as much truth as I -can come at __ 


and where I am left to imagination, contra- 


ry to the common rule of writers, to ſuppoſe a 


only good. The law, before it decides on 
paltry property, or on a miſerable life, re- 
-quires poſitive proofs. Seandal,- to decide on 
reputation, which is dearer than any proper · 
ty, or any life, always gives its moſt impox- 
tant and fatal deciſions from appearances and 
ſuppoſitions. There may be intrigues, and 
ſentimental friendſhips, and even attachments 
forming here, but I have yet no evidence of 
them; and I had rather let two guilty per- 
. perſons eſcape, than be the means of (bringing 
one innocent and amiable ous to —_ 
and wretchedneſs. 


bl 
Lou wuſ know . Sir, that this Page 
as a place of amuſement, conſiſts gf a large 
hotel, containing an afſembly-room, &c. &cs 
and boarding-houſes, lodgings, circulating 
libraries, and le and female ann 


No man of fortane i is ever taught to Gen: Sy 
and what is called the art of living is truly 


4 TEA a me- 


* N 


WE tout 
Ae. ; 


(7) | 
a method of Killing time. 1 except any one 
who may have riſen to the capacity of gam- 
ing. If gaming be not a virtue, or an 


amuſement, it requires talents and attention z 
we have therefore not many who game. Bath- 
ing, ſauntering, - raffling, reading the play- bills 


in the newſpapers; giving the appearance of 
intrigue and love to à tete-a-tete- on dogs 
and cats, and caps and feathers, and getting 
ready to ſtare at one another, and to create 
a general and inarticulate clatter at the 
rooms in the evening, is our e 

ment. 1 bs . | . | 


— 


Before I come to perſons, let me deſcribe to 


9 the places we occupy. The building 
which contains the rooms, &c. is upon a 


large, fimple and elegant plan; but fo flight 


that it looks like a temporary one, and wants 
the neceſſary appearance of ſolidity and weight. 


The buſineſs of it, in its various branches, is 


well conducted, not excepting that of aber 
of the ceremonies, whoſe only fault may be 
charged upon nature. Every man has not 


Nath's intuitive faculty of diſcerning the vari- 


ous gradations in the tinges of patrician and 


plebian blood. Naſh was a Welchman, and a 


Welchman is generally ignorant of every 
- thing but blood. . I could furniſh Mr. W. -r 


with 


. * 
— 


+ attentive. and accommodating diſpoſition. 


„ 
with a principle in this matter: Men and 
women, as they approach to quality (and we 
have not many people of high faſhion here) 
move farther and farther from that point of 
true decency and politeneſs which are to be 
found only in middle life. The two extremes 
of very rich and very poor are equally inde- 


cent and * apd are only di n 


* 
-drefled.” * 


„The W here are on the footing of 
lodgings in other places; but the nigga 
houſes are moſtly kept by maidens, verily . and 
truly ſuch,, I believe in my conſcience. . The 
reaſon of this I take. to be---that as a family 
" mingled by chance, like Epicurus's jumble, is 


apt to generate unions, nothing can, io effec- 


. tually guard againſt improper ones, as the dai- 
bi and nightly watchings of a maiden, ver- 
Sing towards the vale of hopeleſſneſs. Except- 


ing this circumſtance, many of thoſe houſes 


. are on 2 good footing: that which now in- 
habit is in what they call the Church-field : 
the houſe itſelf, and its ſituation, are charm- 
ing, and the lady who preſides in it, is of an 


f WM—_ „ r 

Theſe boarding-houſes, beſides many other 

conveniencies, produce a peculiar ſpecies: of 
| galantry 


e 


KBeüillantry which is truly EEO, and is mu- 


fing to thoſe who have cool and diſpaſſionats : 
hearts, There is a general ambition of be- 


- ing noticed and admired, and a comical con- 


tention among tlie ladies to obtain ſentimen- 
tal attendants in their walks; danglers at 
their pleaſure; apparent or real admirers, and 


partners at the rooms. This furniſhes a good 
deal of buſtle and buſineſs, and eps the 


houſes alive. I have tried to enter into theſe 
matters as far as my infirmities would per- 


mit; and I have one day gallanted a fim- 


pering girl, narrowly watched by her mo- 
ther; and the next exchanged her for a wi- 
dow, who has ſtood the bufineſs of many ſea- 
ſons ; whom I might take any where without 


danger; and kiſs to eternity. without * 


a . of her blood. 


| The only circumſtance, befides a ſcarcity of 
books, that diſtinguiſhes the circulating libra- 


| ries is, that the ſhops are made uſe of to raf« 


fle and "ſmuggle, and not to read. 


i The female coffee - houſes do not furniſh, as 

they might, their ſhare to our amuſement. 
We want ſome fair diſciples of Mrs. Millar, 
who would lead the way in giving tea, attract - 


(. 20. ) 
ble conyerſation, and aps to ſit in compa- 
ny with pretty eyes, ſometimes fixed on a 
book or a r. : 


* P. 
* 5 


8 95 COST 


+ 
oy 


on * N # * 4 
» 0 * 


8 of Wo” Mons. 9 


8. In my next — 


4 
a 
Co 
OY 
bh F4 
w 
* 5 — k 
* ”* y F N 
A 4 
? 
— I 3 
©. S * 
' - 
* — 
— 
* 
"Vi % 
o : . 
} 
= 
Wis. WS 
po * n * 0 
1 
x 2 1 
* V. <4 
* 4 
6 7 
8 * | 


; + 
} 1 
* 1 

* * 

4 - * 

— 7 

> ER 
» a fi > 


1 


LETTER I. 


| Ts 13. « 
81. nene 13. 
4 company here is divided, as aſus}, 
= into people of faſkion ; ; people of for- "= 
tune and of genteel profeſſions ; and a rab- 
ble, conſiſting, as it ___ happen, of rich ING 
poor. 


Thoſe few who have birth and rank to va- 
lue themſelves upon, being in general deſti- 
tute of other claims to reſpect, ſhut them- 
ſelves up, on the principles of eaſtern princes, 
that familiarity may breed contempt ; and 
that to be often ſeen is to be deſpiſed, In- 
ſtead therefore af reſorting to a good ſet of 
rooms, and aſſiſting to give ſpirit and elegance 

to our public arauſements, they croud toge- 
ther in ſelect parties in ſmall apartments, and 
wholly ſeparate themſelves from the company. 
The conſequence of this is, that our gentry, 
legitimate and illegitimate, take their place, 
and affect the airs of faſhion. Demi-reps re- . 


ceatly 


— 


6 
| cently made honeft women; l appea- 


rances, who may be wives or may be miſ- 
trefles, run into the firſt ſtations, and are on- 
a level with the lady of a country gentleman, 


or of that peculiar ſpecies of beings in Lon- 
don who are made gentlemen by a legacy or 

a lottery-ticket. Theſe perſons giving them- 
aun the airs of faſhion, and keeping aloof 
in the rooms; the dances, &c. are thrown, in- 


to the hands of a rabble; and, in ſpite of i 


the genius, taſte, and authority of the ma- 
ſer of the ceremonies, are the ſtrangeſt ſcenes 
of confufion, and even biackguardiſen, you 
| have ever beheld. _ 


The ladies, as lk contend for that de- 


hifive and fatal object-- public admiration ;. 
and put in their claims to it by beauty and 
_ <ireſs. But the taſte for thoſe accompliſh- 
ments is capricious; and they are often cru- 
elly obliged to accommodate themſelves to its 


variations. The whim it has now taken is to 


prefer raw-boned, ſcraggy, but very young 
girls. There is a fickneſs in the glutted and 
debauched ſtomachs of our gentlemen, which 
will take in nothing but chickens from the egg 
ſhell, ducklings, and green geeſe. In this ar- 
ticle we are in the faſhion at Margate, The 


preſent toaſt of our wretched' beaus is a Mrs. | 


R——; 


T wy) 


R; formed on the model of Scotch beau; 
ty, with large ill-ſet limbs, a long waiſt, high 
cheek bones, and the vermillion of her coun- 
tenance and her lips tinged with yellow: but ſhe» - 
is very young, very fair, wears her hair very 
oddly, and is admired ; while the real beau- 
ties of the place, with faces formed on the truly 
female model, animated with intelligence, 
modeſty, and love, are neglected and over- 
looked, N 


There are others who would be attended 
to, but cannot obtain attention. Among theſe 
is a very remarkable character; a Mrs. Coni- 
ac, widow of a brandy merchant, whoſe uſu- 
al place of reſidence and ſcandal is Ken- 
ſington. This comely, ſtaring, aſſured woman, 
had like to have had the reputation of an 
affair with me. She often darted her fierce 
looks at me with what ſhe deemed familia- 
rity ; bruſhed me in paſſing; whiſpered in my 
hearing, that her huſband had been a low- 
bred, provoking, diſguſting fumbler ; and would” ; 
have bullied me into ſome notice of her, if 
on my firſt approach I had not been deter- 
red by her breath ; which a poet would fay, | 
is like a zephyr loaded with the fumes of a "vl 
diſtillery, and by a cadaverous exhalation from 
her ſkin, which very offenſively put me in mind 
of mortality. I conſulted my friend Ch- I on 


8 the 


( 14 ) 


the cauſe of this pheenomenon ; and Ch - 
For once philoſophiſed. I found that the ſame 
eauſe which gave a fierce fierineſs to her 
features, and a peculiar malignity to her tat- 
tle and ſcandal, was the habit of taſting her 
late huſband's commodities; which had fixed 
on her a diſorder fimilar to the property of 
a horſe-LxxcH; for all the blood ſhe ſucks 
from the hearts of her fortunate or unfortu- 
nate acquaintance, paſſes by means of that diſ- 
order either thro' her pores or in the manner of 
that voracious and deteſtable animal. She is ac- 
companied by a young lady, whom her father on 
quitting England, has been imprudent enough to 
leave among Mrs. Coniac's acquaintance. With a 
perſon which would be genteel, if not made 
too much like a kitchen tongs ; with a face 
which would be paſſable but for the enormi- 
ty of its nofe; with a middling -underſtand- 
ing bloated with pride, and with original ſen- 
ſibility depraved into laſciviouſneſs, this lady 
aſpires to the rank of beauty, and to the ho- 
nours of a toaſt. But early ſigns and ſymp- 
"-toms giving her apprehenſions of diſappoint- 
ment, ſhe is the echo of the malicious wi- 
dow ; and they are very diligent in their en- 
deavours to depreciate the beauty and tarniſh 
the reputation of others. Repeated mortifica- 
tions will ſour them into ſaints, and make 


t 4 } 


dem proper diſciples of that mirror of held 
neſs Sir H. TIALLY: | 


It would be profancnch to contraſt trifling 
objects of this kind, with one who honours 
this town with her refidence 5 whoſe. beauty 
is ennobled by her virtues; of whom even 
ſcandal is filent, and in whoſe praiſe the wiſe 
and good are unanimous and warm; or with 
another, of whoſe perſon and the mind which 
animates it, I can give you no idea. RaphacPs 
Sinefl. drawings are harſh te the lincs of real beauty 
avbich define ber neck, her boſom, her <vaift, ber 
limbs. Her face you will not ſuppaſe for the ad. 
miration of a modern beau, when I tell you, the 
features, and eſpecially the cyrs, have been formed, 
infinite ſucceſſion of the meſt natural, tender, and 
lively affettions. If theſe afe@ions bad not been 
Semetimes miſplaced, diſappointed, and given ax 
impreſſion of regret, timidity, ſuſpicion, and myſfle- 
rious reſerve to ber heart, and te her countenance, 
Be would babe rivalled the Venus de Medicis ; 
and Wedgwood and Byntley awould have ſent their 
copyifts in crouds to contemplate that truly Greek 
and truly natural beauty from a living model, 
which they ſo happily imitate from buffs, and gems, 
end vaſes. But I muſt not truſt myſelf on this 

e. which I find to be caviare to the mul 


8 | : titude 


. 


titude of high and low people at Margate. 
And I will not point out to the ſtare of ig- 
norance, or the appetite of luſt, what ſhould 
hardly be contemplated ; what certainly ſhould 
de poſſeſſed only by a man of a cultivated 
mind and of the warmeſt and moſt affectio- 


nate heart. 


After this I can only tell you, that the la- 
dies in general have various degrees of beau- 
ty down to deformity; and are drefſed in a 
variety of taſtes down to tawdrineſs and ab- 


Ffurdity, of which I could give yo. "wo parti- 
cular account in a letter. a 


The gentlemen I muſt paſs before you in 
claſſes ; the firſt of which being nobility and 
gentry, and confiſting only of a few tattling, 
goffiping card players, I ſhall not produce, 


The next conſiſts of divines ; almoſt all cha- 
raters ; from the holy ſprig of jeſſamy, which 
the officiating clergyman ſtuck up here, when 
he ſet out to ſtudy the cuſtoms and manners 
of France, to the contemplative and profound 
curate of St. Anne, who having vanquiſhed Dr. 
Hind in a contention for the rights of the 
moſt uſeful diviſion of the clergy, and held 
him up as a warning to prieſts, and as an 
object 


('17 ) 


died of pity' or contempt to the people, har 
retired with his intelligent and faithful Pom- 


fer, to his favourite amuſement ; and it is to 


be hoped, is recruiting his health, ſpirits and 
refolution, for the future terror of oppreſſors, 
and for the benefit of injured induſtry and 


In this claſs, or rather in the remove from 
it, I am under the neceffity of placing that 
divine who is no divine, that religioniſt who 
is of no known and acknowledged religion, 
that prieſt of nature; and miniſter of deiſm 
whom your correſpondent Sappho ſeems to 
purſue with the rancour of diſappointed love. 
But as his health appears to be declining, as 
he ſeems not to wiſh to be confidered of the 
company, and is a brother writer, I may as 
well be filent of him. I only thought he 
would very properly terminate the view of a 
ſmall group of divines, as deiſm and irreli- 
all the religions in the world. 

Lawyers next ſucceed with whom this place 
fwarms. Whether waſhing in the ſea be a 
religious rite, or a phyſical preſcription for 
the vices and maladies incident to that pro- 
_— I cannot take upon me. to un 
1 "os A. coun» 


( 8.) 


A 3 is diſtinguiſhed from an attorney by 
a peculiar ſtrut, by an apparent attention to 
an imaginary tail, even when he has not his 
gown on, and by a harſh and emphatic pro- 
nounciation, ſuited only to Weſtminſter-Hall. 
But for theſe little circumſtances M-nsf---d 
would be an entertaining and agreeable man 
as would B---rcr---ft, if he had a little more 
underſtanding, and a much leſs opinion of 
it. There is a ſneaking ſuſpiciouſneſs in al- 
moſt all the attornies, and they have a habit 
of contracting their muſcles for concealment 
and chicane, which perhaps electricity would 
be more effectual for than falt-water, and 
.might ſpread out. and ſmooth their ſurfaces 
mto an honeſt and manly appearance. 


But phyſie is the favourite profeſſion here. 
We have doctors and ſurgeons and -apotheca- 
"ries employed here in every way, and it 
would fill up your paper to give you a hi- 
ſtory of phyſic at Margate ; my indiſpoſition 
has furniſhed me with numerous anecdotes ; 
one of which I will give you as a ſpecimen. 


My diſorder had demurred to the proceed- 
ings of the faculty here, and the lady abbeſa 
- of our convent entreated me to have Mr. 


- Ch--chll ; who, the _ was the pleaſanteſt 
doctor 
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doctor in the world, and was treated here a 
fach, though he might be only a manager of 
clyſter-pipes and peſtles and mortars in Lon- 
don. I love pleaſant things, and ſent for 
Ch-rch-ll, as much on account of his brother, 
as on the recommendation of my virgin go- 
verneſs. But judge of my ſurpriſe when I 
learned that I could not ſee him that day, 
on account of one of his offices, as deputy» 
manager of an aſs race. It ſeems the higheſt | 
diverſion of the turf here is furniſhed by aſ- 
ſes for fame; wenches for ſhifts, pigs for 
peaches, under the direction of Mr. C—— I, 
who has a deputation for this _ purpoſe from 
the well - known Mr. G-dfr-y, becauſe. be 
_ laughs at certain periods with more hilari- 
ty, and is ſuppoſed to inherit from his fami- 
ly more jokes and merry ſayings than * | 
people. 


When the fat, burleſque, unthinking figure 
preſented: itſelf before me; it is true, as my 
governeſs had told me, I felt pleaſantly; and 
was inclined to laugh from ſympathy, becauſe 
I ſaw it was what he meant to do, after 
cracking his jeſt, I humoured him on ac- 
count of his brother whom I much loved; 
flid over my caſe, as I intended to make no 
uſe of him, and launched into his jeſts. I 


2 | found: 


3 EF: 

found him in wit, exactly what 1 am in for- 
tune; the ſecond ſon of a wealthy houſe, whoſe 
brother had run away with the eſtate. I 
am cruelly expected to appear as a gentle- 
man, becauſe my brother has a fortune, and 
bas left me only the gleanings of our perſo- 
nal property; and Ch-rch-H is as cruelly 
obliged to aſſect to be a wit, becauſe his bro- _ 
ther was one, and to furniſh miſerable jokes, 
from the family ſhreds and tatters. A ſimila- 
rity of fate has created a ſort of friendſhip 
between us, and we ſeldom play our evening 
rn aſunder. 


These are the principal profeſſional charac- 
ters at Margate. There are ſeveral ſtraggling 
ones, which are curious enough; and ſome 
A which I may poſfibly ſend you, if I fhoutd 
not get better ſubjects to write upon, when I 
am able to make my excurſions, - 


_ Yours, be. ä 


Mols. 


SIR, 
Doubt my gambols will be fron over at 


Margate, My correſpondence with -yon | 


has excited an univerſal ferment in every breaſt 
here, from that of the fublime, eaſy, and ele- 
gant Mr, W------r, down to the bathing wo» 
men, who all read the St. James's Chronicle 
with 8 eagerneſs and fury. 


Various are the ee about the au- 


thor, and droll the menaces on his being 4dife 
covered. Almoſt all are afraid, and therefore 


almoſt all agree that he is an aſſaſſin, who di- 


verts himſelf in murdering reputations, and 
in diſturbing the quiet of thoſe who are come 
here to amuſe themſelves. I have not med- 
-dled with real reputations ; I play only with 
ſhadows; and the devil muſt be in me to 
. them. 


Ch--ch-ill affects to laugh while he mutters 
. curſes againſt me; but I have given him his 


potion, 
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Potion, meaning he ſhould taſte of what he 

has often given others, and be taught to 

think before he ſpeaks. It diverts me to ſee 

a man accuſtomed to delight himſelf in view- 

ing others roaſted alive, grieved to the heart 

at being only finged with a paper. 4} 


The lawyers vow my total deſtruction if you 
can be bribed to bring me into Weſtminſter- 
Hall; and what is ſingular, the moſt invete- 
rate againſt me is not any of thoſe whom 1 
have taken notice of, but a heavy-headed 
counſellor, whom I had neglected, becauſe no- 

0 © "> | 2 \ 

The ladies bounce and break into a -horſe- | 

laugh at my taſte for beauty, and bid me 

feek my Greek forms and expreſſive counte- 
nances where I pleaſe, they will go on diſ- 
torting themſelves with high cuſhions, falſe. 
curls, falſe tails, high ſhoulders, and painted 
cheeks, 
But my moſt formidable enemies are aged 

c-ck-lds, and the convenient gallants who are | 
like appendixes and ſupplements in their fa- ji 

milies. In a groupe of theſe I had like to | 

have been demoliſhed lately. A deadly blow + 

was aimed at me by a wretch who in the 

f IM ths | black 
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black hole at Calcutta aſumed the form of a 
Buffalo, gored the heart of a confidential friend, 
and eſcaped to be exhibited in Weſtminſter- 
Hall: his horns would have reached me but 
for the officiouſneſs of his aſſiſtant, a lottery- 
office-keeper, a man of faſhion at the water- 
ing-places, and a dealer and chapman in tic- 
kets and ſhares of tickets in the city. This 
poor wretch fearing I ſhould hang him up to 
ridicule (for he has got from my ſervants all 
the pence and ſhillings they could procure” or 
pilfer) and eager to ſhew his valour in good 
company, and in the dark, ' thruſt his head 
between me and the buffalo, and received his 
horns without damage; for his mother having 
taken the model of his pate from the mop 
with which the uſually waſhed her houſe, he 
may either have horns or. receive thruſts from 
them, without any apparent inconvenience. 


Theſe buſtles and dangers, and the diſcove- 
ry that I was the god of roguery in diſguiſe, 
has obliged me to change my habitation, and 
I am now in a temple of ſeatimental friend- 
ſhip, called a bozrding-houſe, under the direc- 
tior. of a widow---and a virgin. Here all is 
method and order and delicacy. I dare not 
peep in the morning to call for a bottle of 

water, with flippers on; without buttons in 
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my fleeves, or without my garters. The vir- 
gin obſerves, and the widow is the diſcipli- 
narian, I hope they will never diſeover I am 
not a man; for the mayor of Dover's deputy, - 


and the only magiſtrate here, ſerves them with 


ſmall beer; the whole neighbourhood conſiſts 


of methodiſts, and they will haſten with in- 
quiſitoriol alacrity to perch a poor heathen 
gad in a pillory = 

I mean, therefore, in my next, to write 
wholly on the fair and pleaſant fide, and to 


tell you when you become a man of faſhion. | 


(and it is what all ſucceſsful printers muſt 


come to) on what accounts you may ſpend 


your time very agreeably at Margate. 
I am, Sir, &c. 


MOMUS, 


LETTER v. 


. MarGArTE, Sxrr. 28. 
n, 5 
Have often been aſtoniſhed at the exten - 
ſive capacity and learning of a man in 
your fituation, The printer of a newſpapet is 
addreſſed, and appealed to on all ſubjects, 


and, no doubt, is a competent judge of all. 


I need not therefore tell a man of your 
learning, that Momus has ever been. as re- 


markable for his variableneſs and inconſtancy 


as any woman that ever exiſted. This is the 
reaſon of my quitting the rocky and dange- 
rous road of ſatire, for the even and pleaſing 
path of praiſe. It is my humour ſo to do; 
and I am not intimidated by menaces of be- 
ing called to an account by a gentleman, or 
way-laid by a laced and embroidered black- 
guard, All the occafional men of faſhion, 


pawnbrokers, -lottery-office-keepers, and thief- 


takers, who have left off buſineſs, are ſent 
out as ſcouts after me; while I am fat down | 
D as 
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as peaceably and ſecurely as a poet on the 
plains of Arcadia, tuning my reed to the 
muſic of love, and ſoftening my voice to the 


notes of panegyrick. * Hail, Flattery en- 


chanting goddeſs of deluſion! at thy ſhrine 


all beings bend! and in thy religion alone 


there is no hereſy'! thou workeſt inconteſtible 
miracles and reconcileſt the moſt direct con- 


traditions ! thou giveſt wiſdom to the ſimple, 


virtue to the knave, and beauty to the ug- 
ly! all bleflings are beſtowed by thee, with- 
out even the trouble of deſerving them!“ 


You ſee, Sir, like all great writers, I have 


invoked a muſe, But I plead benefit of divi- 


nity, and I will not engage to be always 
conſtant to my miſtreſs. | > 


"You cannot eaſily imagine a ſweeter ſpot 
than that on which this ſtrange place is 
dropt; only you muſt diſpenſe with ſhady 
groves and purling ſtreams; for there is hard- 
ly a tree to be ſeen, nor a drop of ſweet 
water ever to be taſted. The foil is alfo 
chalky, and none but eagles can look at it, 
Allowing for theſe exceptions, you may con- 
fider Margate as a pleaſant place. It is al- 
moſt central to a great number of little vil- 
lages, which are in nearly the circumference 

+ 


(7 F 
of a circle, which were originally the ha- 
bitation of farmers and their dependants, 


but are now the receptacles of centraband' 
goods. Indeed the whole ifle of Thanet ex- 


hibits only a general jumble of lawleſs con- 
fuſion ; every thing is conducted by trick, 
and law and goſpel are diſpenſed by ſmug- 


gling. If I ſhould ever aſſume the perſon” 


and ſtation of king of England, I would learn 


to govern the iſſe of Thanet before I thought 


of conquering America.“ 


Theſe villages, Sir, ſeem to be built on 


+ purpoſe to terminate our views, and to give 
variety and intereſt to our rides and walks, 


J hate deſcriptions, or I would tire you. 


Take this as a. ſpecimen :- King's-Gate is at 


the diſtance of a few miles, where the late 
Lord H- 
ney, and thoſe whom he employed ſhewed 
great taſte, The houſe is in a good ſtyle for 


d ſpent prodigious ſums of mo- 


— 


the ſituation, on a ſteep and naked ſhore; 


the ruins are for the moſt part well imagin- 
ed; but the whole affected me, as almoſt all 
great objects on earth do. I regretted that 
virtue had never been fo proſperous as to rear 
edifices and ſpread lawns, and that the origi- 


nal owner and poſſeſſor of ſo pleaſing a 9 f 


Ran not been an honeſt man, 


D 2 5 When 
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When I have taken theſe rides, and refreſh- 
ed myſelf, as mortals do, at the orderly ta- 
ble of my boarding-houſe, I repair to the 
circulating libraries, and there find the means 
either of being introduced into private par- 
ties, or of joining company for the rooms. 
Mr. Silver and Mr. Hall, prefidents of theſe 
gambling, goſſiping places, men of extraordi- 
nary geniuſes in their way, and the only per- 
ſons in Margate who are in the ſecret of 
theſe letters, give me ſuch maſterly hints and 
ſketches of all who paſs before me, that I 
can not only get into any houſes, but into 
any bedchambers and cloſets of any houſes 
in Margate, and that by managing the foi- 
bles of thoſe who have the keys of them. 


Yau will believe me when you know, that 
without the riſque and infamy of Clodius, and 
without even changing my ſex, I am admit- 
-ted into Millenium Hall, the grave and wiſe 
preſident of which is here attended by ſome 
of the chaſte ſiſters of that inſtitution, to 
purge and cheek the peccant defires, and to 
. purify their bodies in ſalt water, This lady 
is allied to Mrs. Montague, famous among the 
. and monthly ſubſcribers, for aſ- 

ſaulting 


'y ; ( 29 ) 
| faulting Voltaire, as a gnat would be among 
its kindred for taking a lion by the noſe, 


Millenium Hall* is not yet a perfect in- 
ſtitution, for the members of it have not the 
ſelf-denial and generoſity to throw their for- 

— tunes into a general ſtock, and quit their ſe-'- 
veral habitations for a common one. It now- 
conſiſts of a circle of neutral beings, with 
the .outward parts of women: caſt in a maſ- 
culine mould. They are therefore univerſally 
deſtitute of female beauty, ſoftneſs, and ami- 
ableneſs, and they are as harſh and unpleaſant | 
in their minds, as they are ordinary in their 

forms. Lou are not to- wonder, therefore, 

1 that they conſiſt of wives parted from their 
huſbands, and old maids who never could get 
any. Their diſtinguiſhing principle is rancour 
againſt the men; and their employment read - 
ing, writing, praying, and a little charity to 

the poor. Judge what pleaſure I muſt have in 
contemplating ſuch excrefſences in human na- 
ture, eſpecially as you muſt ſuppoſe me paſ- 
ſing from ſuch a ſociety to that of the Wo- 

4 man I love, who has retained the female 
lovelineſs both of body and mind, unaccom- 
panied by its uſual weakneſſes and affecta- 
tions; Who has genius without vanity, know- 

| . without pedantry, and whoſe natural and 
. exquiſite - 


„ 


. beauty is rendered intereſting by a 
feeling and affectionate heart. Here the plea- 
ſure ariſes from contraſt, as it does in ano- 
ther ſociety into which I am admitted, and 

which is called a female academy for nota- 
bility and ſentiment, under the direction of 
the late Dr. H--k1---th's widow, a little round 
contented figure, who is too unwieldy to be 
notable, and whoſe ſentimental apparatus, if 


ſhe ever had any, has been long ſince buryed 
in plumpneſs. 


She contrives, however, by tales and novels 
and hiſtories, united to a ſyſtem of family 
management, to give her nymphs that ſingu- 
lar modern character diſtinguiſhed by the epi- 
thet /entimental, which manages the family by 
rule; fpends and exhauſts the natural affec- 
tions on romantic and imaginary ſubjects, aud 
which leaves nothing for a huſband but an 
enervated and overſtrained mind, inſenſible to 
all common and uſeful attachments, 


Theſe are objects of curious ſpeculation to 
one who contemplates human nature as I do, 


and Margate always offers fuch things to ob- 
fervation, 


- 


When 
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0 When I am not thus engaged, 1 go to the, 4 
play, or I partake of the ſeveral amuſements 
at the Hotel, the buſineſs of which, as far as 
it. depends upon Smith, could, not well be bet- 
ter conducted. And if the maſter pf the ce- 
| remonies were a man of ſenſe, knowledge of 
1 the world, and real politeneſs, this place 
8 would ſoon rival, and perhaps excel the firſt 
bathing- places in England. | 
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Yon moſt humble ſervant, 


MOMUS, 
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THE” valour and fury (conſiſting of male 
and female clamours) againſt Momus ſub- 
ſiding ; conſultations were held on the beſt: 
means to defend the reputations of thoſe 4 
who had none, againſt the ſatire and ridi- 
cule which he ſcattered about him. Mr. 
Walker, maſter of ceremonies, and a man as 
eminent for his wiſdom as for his eaſy. 
politeneſs, preſided at . theſe meetings of. 
alarmed c-ck-lds, their fawning agents and- 
wanton - wives, of ſuperannuated military 
beaus, of divines, lawyers, and. hair--- 
drefſers. Great was the hubbub of theſe - 4a Y © 
aſſemblies ; at laſt. a half- pay,  half-witted © 
colonel propoſed, that all thoughts of force 
might be dropped, and that he and his- 
nephew, aſſiſted by two or three beaus, 
might fall on him in the dark. This was 
thought too dangerous, as the author was 
F appriſed of the nature of their. courage, 
4 and ſhewed himſelf diſpoſed to ſport. with 
my _— it. Colonel Yahoo; the young ſquire Brain- ” \ 
| i If; his eaſtern; greatneſs the Bufale, and 
the maccaroni rabble of brakers, attornies 
and gamblers, were adviſed to the ſafer -- 
method of calling after him when almoſt - 


out 


1 (33). 


out of hearing, and then to take to their 

heels. To afliſt theſe military meaſureg, it 

- was propoſed to look out for ſome able. 
| writer, and to repel the inſults of this 
alarming ſatyriſt. Colonel Yahoo offered 

himſelf ; but owned that ſpellinghad been 

: - a fatal branch of learning to the family. 
If it had depended on oratory or bullying,. 
particlarly when men advanced in years and 
hating broils and quarrels were to be inſult- 
ed, all the governors of the M--dl---x hoſpi- 
tal would teſtify that no man ſhould have been 
his rival.“ After many claims, pretenſions and 

- debates, it was agreed, that ſome man, 
- eminent for his learning and talents, ſhould 
de applied to; and ſhould be complimented 
for his courage in entering the liſts with 
- the title of Defender of the Cuſtoms and 
Practices of Margate, This produced the 

- following letter, . . 5 
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* This cream-faced Bobadil is famous for waving his cane, 
in en uit oe way, over the heads cf tradeſmen, or of gentle- 
men in years and of ſuch diſpoſitiens and ſuch characters in 
the world as may inſure his ſafety. All his orations at the 

M x hoſpital are diſtinguiſhed by theſe cowardly circum- 

ſtances, which may be inſults, or may be rhetorical flouriſhes 3 

1 N juſt as he is called upon See his character more fully explained. 
| in the laſt letter, Ggned an Inſulted Woman. 
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( 3+ Þ 


EETTER VI. 


„„ F o i 


: MARGATE, SEPT. 30 
£ 3 © 4 | 
F it be your delight to deſtroy that ſecu- 
rity and repoſe which are eſſential to the 
pleaſure of a place like this, or to know that 
the bare mention of your name excites terror- 
and apprehenfion, your enjoyment muſt be ex- 
quiſite in the effect of your letters from Mar- 
gate. But I have no idea of a diſpoſition 
that can be pleaſed with ſuch malicious gra-- 
tifications, or that any writer of your abilities 
can be tempted te proſtitute his talents to ſo. 
baſe a purpoſe. I ſhall rather ſuppoſe vanity 
to be your motive, than malice ; for your 
deſcriptions are more witty than juſt, and 


your characters like the production of a pain- 


ter, who is more ſolicitous to make a fine- 
picture than a good likeneſs. 


I very 


* 
1 very much approve the general plan of 
"your correſpondence - with Mr. Baldwin, am 
pleaſed with the livelineſs of your colouring, 
and would chearfully give my vote to elect 
you perpetual cenſor of Margate, For the 
impertinent airs of gentility, the ridiculous 
conſequence aſſumed by London tradeſmen, 
and the endleſs follies which are here com- 
mon to men of all ranks and profeſſions are 
proper ſubjects for the pen of ſatire. But the 
innocent peculiarities of a pretty woman are 
ſacred; and the characters which can defy cen- 
ſure, ſhould be ſuffered to eſcape the ſhafts of ri- 
dicule. Margate, like every other public place, 
is frequented by groteſque women, trifling fops, 
and defigning ſharpers, who are fair objects of 
public ridicule, contempt, or indignation ; theſe, 
if you will ſcribble, may give full exerciſe to 
your wit, and afford ſufficient variety for a week- 
ly Momus, without touching the reputation of a 
virtuous woman, diſturbing the peace of a 
worthy family, or giving pain to a well-diſpo- 
ſed and honeſt heart. Private ſcandal is pro- 
perly underſtood to be the malicious efforts of 
envy, or the artful reſource of hypocriſy ; 
but wounds inflicted by the hand of genius 
are mortal, and the blood which flows from 
them taints every thing it touches with infa- 
my. 
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my. Nothing therefore can excuſe a public 
writer, who exhibits characters without that 
attentive enquiry and authentic information 
which ſhould always precede the public execu- 
tions of ſatire. If you would blame the judge, 
who from a flight ſuſpicion ſhould condemn 
a wretched culprit to the gallows; the ſaty- 
riſt who wantonly expoſes characters. to infamy 
or ridicule, upon falſe and imperfect informa- 
tion, will, with equal juſtice, be the obje& of 
your cenſure, Yet this muſt certainly be the 
caſe with every man who engages in the un- 
dertaking which you have choſen for your 
amuſement : for the company which reſort to 
Margate, being collected from every part of 
the kingdom, are in general ſtrangers to, and 
conſequently unable to communicate the ſecret 
hiſtory of each other : and their ſtay here is 
commonly too ſhort, even for the penetration 
of Momus to diſcover their real characters, 
Your deſcriptions therefore being ſketched 
from imagination, or the fallible rules of phy- 
ſiognomy, ſhould certainly be left to the iaga- 
city of your readers, without the aſſiſtance of 
initials: for by avoiding any particular ap- 
plication, you will amuſe without offence, and in 
the true character of Momus, may divert your- 
ſelf, like a miſchievous boy, with throwi ing 
{quibs and crackers Og the multitude. 


ry 
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£5 may. ee Here: that my obſer« 


"at upon your letters are occaſioned by 


an intimacy or connexion with thoſe you have 
made the victims of your ſatire; but they are 
as little known to me as yourſelf, and I have 
no motive, but that benevolence and compaſ- 
ſion, without which the abilities of Momus 
are a curſe. I hold your miſchievous endea- 
vours too cheap, to apprebend from them 
any ſerious conſequence, either to myſelf or 
my friends; for you have diſentitled- yourſelf 
to the ſmall degree of credit, which the re- 
tailers of ſcandal too eaſily obtain n. the 
weak and the n | 

You 8 that an ill ſtate of health bath- 
prevented your mixing with the company, or 
partaking in the amuſements of the place z 
but you might have ſpared this confeſſion, for 
it is very evident, that you are unacquainted 
both with one and the other; and I think it 
more than probable, that your deicriptions 
were conceived at your garret in St. Giles's, 
than in Church-Field, or the Parade at Mar- 


gate. 

Whilſt a general diſpoſition to civility and 
politeneſs, and a mutual inclination to pleate | 
1 E and 
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and to be pleaſed, are the firſt principles of 


pleaſure in ſocieties of temporary retirement 
from- the fatigues of buſineſs; or whilſt the 
moſt elegant accommodations, recommended 
by a ſituation the moſt delightful, are objects 
of preference, the genius of Margate will pre- 
vail, and crouded aſſemblies proclaim her tri- 


umph. To as little purpoſe is your malice 


levelled at Mr. Walker; for the ſame affidui- 
ty and attention to pleaſe, the ſame readineſs 
to oblige, and the ſame taſte and judgment 


which have procured him general approbation 


and applauſe for years paſt ; will enſure to him 
the ſamo ſatisfaction for years to come. The 
brilliant appearance at his annual ball, the 
liberality of his. ſubſcribers, and the ſignal _ 
marks of reſpect, which he receives both in 
public and private, are ſuch arguments in his 
favour, as neither Momus, his eee or the 
devil can a or reſiſt. 
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% Odimus acepirem 115 ſemper vivit in aria's, 
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treat from Margate, and J doubt not it 
will be matter of fincere pleaſure to Nr 4 


ror ſome time I kak beheld with EY 
ment, private reputation * tortured ' by the 
hands of an unfeeling miſanthrope, under the 
title of a ridiculous figure of antiquity: a 


The ſatiriſt who ſtrikes at vice in general 
is deſerving of applauſe; but the wretch who, 
without diſtinction, preſents his artillery againſt 
private foibles, merits a dernden from ſoci- 
oy; ety of another kind. 

The good and amiable man, when he per- 
ceives a fault in his eompanion, would admo- 
niſh in the , or paſs over the tranſgreſ- 
I E 2 ; ion. 
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fon.” The haughty temper of the cynick caſts 


forth his venom to the world, regartlleſs of 


= Rs. 


A perſon, sir of your diſpoſition, muſt ei- 
ther be a very bad or very odd man, charac- 
ters univerſally marked with abhorrence or 
contempt, —— | 

This language is too moderate perhaps for 
a perſon fo diſtinguiſhed in wit as Momus is ; 
but you ſhould remember that moderation, 


when heated, is by far more dangerous than 
the paſſion of a moment; it has the fire 


without the flaſh. 


| Theſe few lines I have written as a pream- 
ble; you ſhall ſhortly receive a more ge wo 


far our.“ N | 3 


J am, yours, &. 


Werd 


0 This Bu has not been received z or it t may have been 
of ſo wretched a kind that the printer would not iofert it. 
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LETTER VIII. 
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1 Have been this week ſo much be in 


contemplating the fruits of my own amo- 
vous labours, that I have not given much at- 


tention to the events of the place. What is 
extremely fingular in my preſent cafe is, that 
though I am not myſelf given to making ver- 
ſes, and my miſtreſſes have been moſtly what 
they call guides, who are beings here of an am- 
phibious kind, yet my productions have been 


all poets. The confequenee muſt be, that if 1 
were to write a Momus fit for any of the ce- 


leſtial bathing-places, I ſhould not be read, 


while the company is ſo engaged with the verſes 
of my children. 


Among the moſt favoured 8 is one 1 
| have by a handſome ſmooth- faced creature fix 
feet high. She grew on the hills of Scotland, 
and in honour to her name and country, L 


2 have _ the child Macnamolly. I intend to 
2 | | take 
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n 
* take chambers for him in Lincoln's-Inn, to 
give him the appearance of ſtudying the law; 
but he is to make his fortune by his face; 
q and a ſweet one the ladies ſay it is! Not a : 
thought ſhall ever furrow -his viſage, not a 
motion in his muſeles but what is produced 
by the ſmootheſt and moſt unmeaning ſmiles: 
1 he ſhall walk as if he were going to lie down, 
| and he ſhall look fo languiſhing, that you 
would think he were abaut to fleep. I fuck 
him up here as a mate-beauty, and he was 
making great havock among thoſe inſignificant 
things called fine ladies, when he almoſt ruin- 
ed his own reputation and that of his whole 
family, by entering into poetic. partnerſhip 
with a female deſendant of my, loins, called 
Miſs B———. The two fimpletons are both 
pretty, and ſtared at as ſuch ; but they could 
not be ſatisfied without firſt writing anony- 
mous letters to themſelves, and then verſes 


praiſe of their beauty. Lights are ſet off by 
ſhades, in poetry as in painting. This my 
children knew ; but they were unluckly in 
the application of the principle; for as a con- 
. traſt to themſelves, they ſatyriſed the nephew 
of a late American governor, who ſeems to 
have brought over, and transfuſed into his 
family, a great deal of the ee valour 
of 


to be ſtuck up in the circulating libraries, in 


2 ; (43. » 
| of that country. The young man, or young 
M —, you would not be able to ſay which, 
grinned and chattered at the preſidents of the 
libraries. Theſe gentlemen, not caring to fight 
| with any thing, gave up poor Maenamolly, 
2M who gave up his poetic ſiſter; at which the 
| young American gave up his bluſtering, and 
all three were in a. droller fituation than any 
which has. been conceived for a comedy theſe 
fifty years. The American, however went 
home for his rifle-gun, intending to do treach- 
erouſſy what he had not ſpirit to do other» 
wie. In the way he was met by the lieute- 
nant of a preſs-gang here, who has the miſs 
fortune to be jealous of his wife, and who 
was then drubbing her for the pleaſure he 
ſuppoſed ſhe had received from a coach 
man. The young American, from the ſame 
innate diſlike to fighting, interpoſed with his 
tongue; but the lieutenant giving him a'vol- 
| ley of oaths and contemptuous epithets, made 
bim take to his heels, and ſeramble inte his 
bedchamher ; at the window of which he chat- 
tered and made grimaces, until his fears and 
his malice were evaporated. So ended the ad- 
venture of my children's verſes in yo BE + 
themſelves. 
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There are other unlicked cubs of mine to 
whom I have not yet given a name. They 
are holding up to ridicule every large boney, 

* plump woman, bearing any reſemblance to 

| our family, by attempting to praiſe her; and 

5 they are diſhonouring beauty, accompliſhments. | 
and * by — to. deferide them. | : 


— — . 
. Cc A rr —— — eee es 


The fon here i een o c coca, 

and ſo is my correſpondence with you: 
letter more will finiſh it. The firſt — 

. active ſpirits of this ſeaſon are either gone r 
going. The Buffalo has made an alarming 
mand againſt me. He has had the eourage to 
poſtpone his departure for a week, to let the K 
company fee that he would not budye at the i 
| firſt ſmack of my whip; and a whelp in his: 
train, who has repeatedly aimed to ſnap at 
my heels, I have been obliged reyeatedly to- i 
kick out of the town. 


* 

My next will be an adieu, and probably 
very pathetic, as I nn take leave without 
N | 
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Now mean ſeriouſly to take my leave @ 
this place; indeed partly by nn 1 
partly n | 


Willing to enter into All the ann 
of the neighoourhood, I took to that of ſhoot · 
ing. Indeed my worthy friend Sir R-ch-rd 
$--m-ns, who was here the laſt ſeaſon but 
one, has often told, me, that under pretence 
of one kind of game, he ſucceſsfully purſued 
another and more nus; - and that the 
little girls of the "iſle of Thanet are as 
eaſily hit and brought down by à good ſhot, 
as its pheaſants, patridges, and ſnipes. But 
this prowling beaſt of prey was given to 
boaſting. I, tho' a god, found ſo much of a 
certain kind of virtue among the women, that 
I was obliged to betake to my gun in goods; 
earneſt; and ſhould have very agreeably bro«- 


ken in on the formal changes of our table, 
if the 1--d of the m-n-r had not been a kind 
of pedlar in civil ſociety, who conſiders every 
thing on his eſtate as a commodity, and knows 
to a farthing what it ſhould bring. This cu- 
rious cuxning«man, this recent Fungus, which 
the caprice of our late ſeaſons hath forced up 
among the ſhoots of a noble and venerable 


tree, has long owed me a grudge. For one 


of the means by which he aimed. to raife 
himſelf was fortune-hunting ; and he igvariae 
bly proceeded on the mean principle of quitting 
a leſſer for a greater fortune; even pounds 


for guineas. He had played on the credulity 
of ſeveral women, when twenty thouſand pounds = 
led him to à friend of mine, whom be alſo 


quitted-in. purſuit of 3 larger ſum; bat 10 
whom I ſuggeſted. the. * revenge. To 
invite his 1-dſh-p to tea, and then to affeR, 
the utmoſt remorſe and horror at being dri- 
ven by a deſperate paſſion to poiſon him and 
herſelf. The trick took; my-1--d went home, 


and was put to bed. The lady alſo preten - 
ded to take to her bed. The gentlemen of the 


faculty were brought to him; and he was 


ſoundly vomited and purged. The lady in- 


ſtructed her ſervants to give out that the 


ſame practices were uſed on her: meſſages 
were interchanged every day, until the reme- 


* 


5 t 4 ) 
1 

| ha eee 
the joke came out, | | = 


1 was known to be in favour & e la- 
| dy; and the name of Momus has been ever 
 f4imce hateful to L--d C--n-ngh-m.- This is 
wee reaſon of the proſeeution I am now un- 

? der for killing a hare; and the affront of 

which I ſhall ſettle with his I- rd p when 4- 
— WO ON 44 
1 

Theſe petty diſaſters, tie na ſel⸗ 
dom come unattended with bleſſings. All the 
wits and geniuſes in this place are in good 
underſtanding and alliance; and thoſe who do 
” great things, and thoſe who ſay great thingsy / 
ih n natural dies {2 ba 
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ce amet, rus e err = 


Al the poets ond hues how are ever in * 

„ ready to tranſmit my wonderful actions 
. to turn my common ſayings in- 

to blank verſe; to rehearſe any ext:mpore di- 
alogues I give them; and to eat my dinners. 
On my general principle of encouraging ge- 
nius, I beſpoke a play; and as all the peo- 
ple of the town and iſland are occupied in 
ſome contraband or illegal practice, I thought 
6” 
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leſſons to them. 245 


* muſtered up my acquaintance, dreſſed my- 


ſelf finely, was ſeated in my box, and the 


Margate Reis in one of the moſt intereſt- 
ing adventures of Macheath---when I perceiv- 
ed ſomething like a ſhower of ſtrong- ſeented 


waters gently dribbling over all my clothes. , 
I began to muſe on my fituation. In Hea-- 


ven, we know the origin of fragrant ſhowers, 


aud that they are the tricks of gods- and 


goddeſſes When they are floating in clouds 
through the regions of infinite ſpace. I per- 
ceived, by what may be called the impregna- 
tion of this water, and the wide and ſcatter- 
ed manner of its falling, that it came from 
a female; and if I had been under the ca- 
nopy of Heaven, ſhould have imagined that 
Venus or ſome of her attendants had been 
hinting to me, in their way, that they were 


paſſing. But here, on earth, in a play -houſe, > 


covered not only by a roof, but by a gal- 
lery, where the women never part with a drop 
of that precious liquor, but in ſolemn filence 


and the deepeſt retirement--- in ſuch a place, 


to be ſo diſtinguiſhed and fo OR was be- | 
your my e i 3 


It 


— Amen 
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It is my cuſtom to make all my accidents 
known; never to hide any thing under a buſh- 
el, but hold it as in a candleſtick, that it 
may give either pleaſure or pain to all who 
are about me, I inſtantly interrupted the 
performers, and exhibited myſelf like Hob juſt 


come out of the well. An immediate enqui- 
ry was made in the gallery; and | the- reaforr 


was found to be, the amazing effect of Roſ- 
ſius's acting, on certain parts of the women's 
bodies. The moſt univerſal and aſtoniſhing 
plaudits were given to the performer---he was 
ordered to proceed in unlacing and unſphync- 
tering the moſt retired and exquiſite muſcles 
of the ſex---while the manager was deſired to 
lay mats, cloths, and any ſpongy ſubſtances 
on the floor of the gallery, to. prevent future 
r below. 


This od pes lier rot 25s” By to * 


ladies; for they ſee I am for giving the ſul- 
leſt ſcope to their ſenſiblity; and that my 
wit. and morality is of the indulgent, not of 
the ſevere and reſtraining kind, If the ange 
lic woman I am devoted to, were not tinc- 
tured with one earthly. failing, which may be 
called the avarice of love, the univerſal favour 
5 in, and the great liberties 1 might take, 
A. F would 
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would make me defer the appointed time of 
har erp] in Heaven! rs wrt #3 if 
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On Sudden next at 25 wctock) I mn to 
make myſelf publickly known to thoſe who 
do not, or vi not know me. I have been 
promiſed caning, kieking, ſtabbing, and ſhoot- 3 
ing from every fool I have exhibited, and eve- 
Ty knave I have detected. Thoſe who are not 
diſpoſed to fulfil theſe promiſes, have this no- 
tice to take to . horſes? 1 n 


; What F have ſald of Margate, of its inks 
bitants, and its company, I will maintain, 
both as a man and a writer---T mean what 1 
have obvioufly intended as matters of uſe, 
and matters of fact what may be couched 
in allegory, metaphor, irony and tranfpofition 
I claim the uſual licence of poets for; which 
will be allowed me by all thoſe of = rea- 
n opinions'T eite tor. e ee 


1 bold all padate ſeandat ta WEEN + 
and I have never hit a villain whom 1 age | 
not, if 1 had choſen it, have 1 demoliſhed, | \ 
| The place by dire, and by Everal' c 1 

= improvements, is airy, healthy, commodious, 
[ and —— but its inhabitants, up to its 

28 4 firſt 
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firſt tradeſmen, ſeem to be kneaded with fmug- 
gled dough, and look and act in every little 
tranſaction like miſerable PO EIN 


The company this ſeaſon has greatly varied 
at different times; but in general it has not 
much pretenſions to rank, politeneſs, taſte, 
harmony, or any general circumſtance to make 
ſuch a place happy. It i the reſort of thoſe 
who during the winter are immerſed in the 
frauds of the city, and who would fly here 
from ſtinking air and a bad conſcience. While 
I can wield a pen their flight mall not avail 
them. Villany is my object; folly only my 
play z and if the real friends of Margate un- 
derſtood its intereſt, they would rejoice inſtead 
CAPs angry at the correſpondence of 


_ MOMUS. 
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LETTER X. 


5 To WA at Margate, 


5K 1 = Yoke  ehhae 
I Am in the condition of hint of your rea- 

ders here, who have all admired your 
wit, till they found ſome inconvenience to 
themſelves from it. That which T, and ſeveral 
of my ſex complain of is fingular, but ſome- 


times diſtreſſing: for we are happy enough 


to be acquainted with men of letters. Every 
man who is ſuppoſed to be an author, has 
been ſuſpected of writing Momus. Whether 
the real author of your letters has been at 
Margate this ſeaſon or not, is a queſtion I 
am far from being clear upon. I am ſure, 


however, that the childiſh and cowardly marks 
of reſentment which haye been ſhewn at ran- 
dom to ingenious men, and particularly to 


thoſe ladies who have been -with them, are 


a greater reproach to the place, than any 


thing you have alledged againſt it. 


Y In : 
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that you would diſcover yourſelf on Sunday, 


thoſe whom you have moſt offended, conſulted 


on the beſt means of inſulting you, without 


danger. No gentleman could therefore under- | 


take the buſineſs, and it was conſigned to 
the ſtrangeſt being that Nature, in her freaks, 
ever exhibited, It was neither a Taboo, à 
monkey, a baboon, nor a nan, but a mixture 
of all theſe, I ſuppoſe, in the courſe of ma- 
ny generations. It has the face of a baboon, 


but ſeems to have been par-boiled, or rather 


turned by the ſcurvy, to the colour of a 
coddled apple. This is horribly contraſted. by 


filver locks, - and legs altogether too ſmall for a 


lounging ungainly body, fix feet high. The 
whole figure, ſtrongly. marked with age, is al- 
ways dreſſed like a boy, and without a grain 
of underſtanding, and with the voice of a 
caſtrated monkey, is . talking and 
n E SOL AT 

This being) ER as Titaine, and always 
attended with a light-headed relation, whom 
he has brought here alſo for the ſcurvy, was 
choſen for the champion of all thoſe who 
have been laughed at by Momus ;- and he was 
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EM _ 
moment he diſcovered |hinffelf, then to ſhew his 
bare br ch, and to run away. But all this 
mighty beroiſm was defeated; this motley. 
military man will be diſappointed in his view 
ef ſucceeding in the place of the maſter of 
( 
OS: eee 8 7 


C34 


* - The tak now = agnedtheſa pcs wretahes-in 
to ſnarl and grin at every one who may poſ- 


fibly have been Momus. No man of learning 
and reputed genius can go into the libraries, 
or paſs the ſtreets, but this coddled - faced ba- 
boon, and his young cub, provoke him by grin- 
ning and chattering; ſo as to moleſt without af - 


_ fronting; and then run away in a whole ſkin. 2 


1 have felt this inconvenience; and | have 
been often incommoded by theſe wretches, 
for they would chatter in a -miſerable jargon 
the moſt injurious things of the ſuppoſed Mo- 
mus, and every body who. aſſociated. w ith him; 
in ſuch a manner that I might apply them 
to myſelf, but could not directly ſay they 
meant me, and therefore could not defire my 
company to kick or cane them away. 

F< 38 

E: This, Sir ig. a 8 inconvenience attend. 
ing your not. diſcovering. yourſelf, marking the 
time of * taking ſome ſteps 
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3h which might prevent others, and eſpecially wo © 

men, from being incommoded on your account. 

As I hear you are to be at this place next 

- year, and that your letters will be delivered 

in the ſame diverting and uſeful ſtrain, I hope 

you will attend to theſe circumſtances, and 

Th & not think you have done enough when you 

| have frightened away beaſts of prey,. without 
8 us of the vermin | they leave 2 


1 am, Sir, 1 484% 
N \? 
Lou humble ſervant, 
5 An Inſultcd Woman, 
th; | 1 
FINIS. 
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